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Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary
445 - 12th Street SW, Room TW-A325
Washington, DC 20554

LETTER OF APPEAL (PY3)

Re:
Billed Entity:

Form 471:

CC Docket Nos. 96-45,and 97-21
Elmont Public Library
1735 Hempstead Turnpike
Elmont, NY 11003-1896
Application Number 199353
Billed Entity Number 123773
Funding Request Number 434574

On April 17, 2000 our library sent a Letter of Appeal to the Universal Service Administration,
School and Libraries Division (see copy attached, Form #1). The appeal letter was very brief
and simple. Our funding request was for Internet access and not internal connections, which is
not funded, and was denied. We feel someone reviewing the forms made a simple mistake.

On February 1,2001 the Universal Service Administration sent a decision on our appeal. That
decision was "denied in full" (see copy attached, Form #2). The reason for denial was that our
request indicated a "one-time charge that included the purchase and maintenance of a CISCO
1601 Router." That reason was not our intent. On page 4 of 6 of our application (see Form #3
attached), the equipment (one-time charges) costs $4,978.00 was listed as 100% ineligible
(Line G). Line K is clearly a mistake. The application is for use of a T1 Line (Internet access)
for a total cost of $17,088 (Line E), Commitment Request of $9,569.28. Our application never
intended to be funding for internal connections; it was always for Internet access, typical of
pervious years' fUnding.

Our library serves a population of 44,000; our patrons constantly use the twenty computers
that access the Internet. The library's application is checked for Internet access as the
Category of Service. It also reflects the equipment charges as 100% ineligible. We are hoping
that you give careful consideration to our appeal and realize that our application is for Internet
access (T1 service), which is being funded.
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Federal Communications Commission
Page 2
February 14, 2001

If you need any additional information please call me. Thank you in advance for your concern
in this matter.

J;JL-~-
Frank~rino
Business Manager

FM/mg
Attachments (3)
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April 17, 2000

Letter of Appeal, Schools and Libraries Division
Box 125, Correspondence Unit
80 South Jefferson Road
VVhippany, NJ 07981

LEITER OF APPEAL (PY3)

Billed Entity:
Address:
Telephone:
Fax:
E-Mail:
Contact Person:

Elmont Public Library
1735 Hempstead Turnpike, Elmont, NY 11003-1896
(516) 354-5280
(516) 354-3276
fmarino@epl./ib.ny.us
Frank Marino

Form 471: Application Number 199353
Billed Entity Number 123773
Funding Request Number 434574

Enclosed please find a copy of our funding commitment report indicating "a service discount
will not be funded" and the funding commitment decision explanation is "funding cap will not
provide for internal connections less than 81 % discount to be funded."

REASON FOR APPEAL

The library's Form 471 Block 5 Discount Funding Request (copy attached) is for "Internet
Access," not internal connections. Internet Access, if received during the filing window, is
being funded. The Elmont Public Library did file in the window period and requested funding
for Internet access. The request is for a T1 Internet access line which is reflected in the
NYSERNET Agreement (copy attached). This request is not for any internal connections.
Please review the enclosed information. If you need any further information please call me.
Thank you in advance for your concern in this matter.
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F " k arino
Business Manager
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Enclosures (3)



FUNDING CO~MITMENT RE?ORT

~~~j ~S Req~e5: N~~~e~: 4J4S7~ FU~d:ng Status: Not Funded
S?I~ 1~30C4S17 Serv:ce ?rovider Name: Nysernet.Org, Inc.
Con~ a~~ ~u~be~: 1l57.2427~

Serv ces Orcered: I~ternal Connections
Earl es: ?ossl~le Effective Date of D:scount: 07/01/2000
Cant act Exo:rat:on Date: 06/30/2001
S~te Ide~tif~er: 123773
3:11ing Acco~nt N~~~er: NOT PROVIDED
?re-Oisco~nt Amount: $17,088.00
Discau~t Percentage Aooroved by the SLD: NIA
Fu~cins Commitment Dec~s:on: $0.00 - Srvc/Oiscnt will not be funded
Funclng Cor.~:tment Decision Explanation: Funding cap will not prov:ce :o~ rnte~nal

ConneCtlOns less t~an 81\ discount to be funded. Please see
~;~.SL.U~IV~~SALS~~l/ICE.ORGWhat's New Area for further deta~ls.

?CDL/S~hoolS and Llbraries Division/VSAC Page 5 of 5 04/14/2000



USA()\ Universal Service Administrative Company
Schools & Libraries Division

Administrator's Decision on Appeal- Funding Year 2000-2001

February 1,200 I

Frank Marino
Elmont Public Library
1735 Hempstead Turnpike
Elmont, NY 11003-1896

Re: Billed Entity Number:
471 Application Number:
Funding Request Number(s):
Your Correspondence Dated:

123773
199353
434574
April 17, 2000

Aller thorough review and investigation of all relevant facts, the Schools and Libraries
Division CSLO'") of the Universal Service Administrative Company ("USAC") has made
its decision in regard to your appeal of SLD's Year Three Funding Commitment Decision
for thc Application Number indicated above. This letter explains the basis of SLD's
decision. Thc datc of this letter begins the 30-day time period for appealing this decision
to the Fcdcral Communications Commission ("FCC"). If your letter of appeal included
more than one Application Numbcr, please note that for each application for which an
appeal is submitted, a separatc letter is sent.

Funding Request Number:
Decision on Appeal:
Explanation:

434574
Denied in full

• Your appeal claims that the catcgory of service for this request should be internet
access, and not internal connections as determined by the SLO. Upon further review
of your appeal, your rcquest included a one-time charge that included the purchase
and maintenance of a Cisco 1GO I Router. According to program rules the purchase
and maintenancc of applicant owned cquipment, such as a router, must be classified
in thc internal conncctions scrvicc bucket.

• Since your Form 471 included some internal connections services, as listed above,
within your Block 5 request for priority one services, your Form 471 request has been
rccategorized as a request for internal connections scrvices. For Funding Year Three,
there arc not sufficient funds to providc internal connections discounts to applicants

Box 125 - Correspondence Unit, lW South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey 07981
Visit liS online at: http.l/www.sl.universalservice.org



bclo\v 82%. On your Form 471 you indicated that the library was eligible for a 56%
shared discount rate.

• FCC rules require that where demand for funding exceeds available support, first
priority be given to requests for telecommunications services and Internet access. See
47 C.F.R. ~54.507(g)(I)(i). FCC rules further require that requests for internal
connections be given second priority, and be funded only iffunds remain after
support has been provided for telecommunications and Internet access through all
discount levels in a funding year. See 47 C.F.R. § 54.507(g)(l)(ii). Where demand
for discounts for internal connections exceeds available support, FCC rules require
funding be awarded first to applicants eligible for a ninety percent discount level, and
then at each descending single discount percentage until funds are depleted. See 47
C.F.R. § 54.507(g)(1 )(iii). Program procedures further require that funding requests
for telecommunications/Internet access services that include internal connections
sen'ices be recategorized as internal connections services to prevent priority two
services (internal connections) being treated as priority one services
(telecommunications and Internet access services) for funding decisions.
Consequently, SLD denies your appeal because there is insufficient funding for
Funding Year Three to support this request for internal connections.

If you believe there is a basis for further examination of your application, you may file an
appeal with the Federal Communications Commission, Office of the Secretary, 445 lill

Street, SW, Room TW-i\325, Washington. DC 20554. Please reference CC Docket Nos.
%-45 and 97-21 on the lirst page of your appeal. Before preparing and submitting your
appeaL please be sure to review the FCC rules concerning the filing of an appeal of an
Administrator's Decision, \vhich arc posted on the website at <www.universalservice.org>.
You must file your appeal with the FCC no later than 30 days from the date on this
letter for your appeal to be filed in a timely fashion.

We thank you for your continued support, patience, and cooperation during the appeal
process.

Schools and Libraries Division
Universal Service Administrative Company

Bo~ 125- Correspondence Unit. 80 South Jefferson Road. Whippany. New Jersey 07981
Visit LIS unline at: hltp:llwww.sl.universalservice.org
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